
LEARNING FROM TEXTS 2.0

Language and technology for translation (and more)
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• Productivity tools

• Terminology management

• Machine translation

• (Language and content) information mining 

CAT: AN UMBRELLA TERM
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IN A NUTSHELL…

• Collect large amounts of texts

• Manually vs. Semi-automatically

• General vs. Specialized

• (Clean), Categorize, Annotate, Index

• Interrogate
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• Academic politics

• Texts from G. Fiorentini’s and F. Ubertini’s websites

Downloaded manually

Fiorentini Ubertini

Texts 26 7

Words 38,312 15,904



INTRODUCING THE RECTOR’S CORPORA

Texts 72

Words 27,477

Downloaded automatically                

• Academic politics
• Texts from G. Fiorentini’s and F. Ubertini’s websites

• Press coverage (June-Present)
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INTRODUCING THE RECTOR’S CORPORA

• Academic politics

• Engineering
• Articles from the International Journal of Solids and Structures

• Papers by authors from DICAM and from UK 

engineering Dept’s

UNIBO UK

Texts 28 26

Words 130,497 152,101

Metadata University, Date, Author

Downloaded manually



Hot topics in the electoral campaign

ACTIVITY 1



What are the typical words of the 

Rector’s electoral campaign, when 

compared to general Italian?

itWaC1

Campagna elettorale

Prof. Ubertini

Prefer words: 100





What are the typical words of the 

Rector’s electoral campaign, when 

compared to press reports on the 

same topic?

Rassegna stampa





What are the typical words of the Rector’s 

electoral campaign, when compared to 

another candidate’s electoral 

campaign?

Campagna elettorale

Prof. Fiorentini





Terminology and phraseology in Materials science and engineering

ACTIVITY 2



What are the most frequent words 

in scientific articles in Materials 

science and engineering?

crack

the



crack

Solids and 

structures corpus





Terms and phrases 

with “crack”?



crack growth

crack propagation



Terms and phrases with…

“crack propagation”“crack growth”



Terms and phrases with…

“crack propagation”“crack growth”



Native and International English 

ACTIVITY 3



What words are used often by 

DICAM authors (vs. British ones)?

Engineering 

texts UK

Engineering 

texts UNIBO





in fact

Engineering texts UNIBO



“in fact” in non-native texts



“in fact” in native texts



“…where evaporation was supposed to 

be maximum and in fact the area 

appeared less damp and less decayed 

than the internal sampling area.”

“…his paper argues that many waves 

which are called freaks in the 

vernacular are in fact predictable.”

non-native use

native use



THANK YOU


